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“Stan  Laurier” (initially known as: “The Visitor”) is a short film (15 min,  HD, 

colour, 2020) written and produced by Yves Bernas, filmmaker and writer, for his 

Master of Arts in Filmmaking and Directing at the Met Film School Berlin/ 

University of West London. 

It is based on one of his novels : ”Le Visiteur”, first published in French in 2020 

by Librinova. 

“Stan Laurier” tells the story of a retired judge (Uwe Fischer) suddenly 

remembering  a trauma of his childhood, where he had been compelled to 

abandon his dream of becoming a puppeteer. This triggers a destabilisation of 

his psyche.  

A story about a universal theme: the repressed vocation. 

It was shot in a run down/undergoing renovation castle: Schloss Schönow in the 

North-East of Germany during  the summer of 2019. 

 

Schloss Schönow 
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Giovanni Avarneh, who plays the constable, is famous for his interpretation of 

Sülo Özgentürk  in the  famous German series : Marienhof, ( https://

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marienhof_(TV_series) and other films ( https://

www.imdb.com/name/nm0038068/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0 ). 

Uwe Fischer who plays Stan (adult) is a German actor who has played at the 

famous Schaubühne in Berlin ( https://www.schaubuehne.de/de/personen/uwe-

fischer.html ). 

Andreas Grötzinger, who plays Stan’s father is a Swedish actor known for 

Nymphomaniac (Lars von Trier) as well as the famous German series Tatort and 

the film Jagdzeit  ( https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0345004/ ) 

Katya Sourikova ( https://katyasourikova.com/home ) who played with Rick 

Rosato ( https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rick_Rosato ) composed the music for this 

film. 
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Reviews: 
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The Monkey Bread Tree Awards : 

“The film is a delicate period  piece, it is epic but still concise and well timed. 

Quite brilliant !” 
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Stan Laurier is an adaptation of the short story: “Le Visiteur”, written by the 

same author and filmmaker. It was first published in 2020 in French by Librinova 

together with other short stories . Here is one of the reviews of the book: 
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 Background: 

The story deals with the concept of education largely accepted especially in our 

western culture, even more in the Prussian education, that a child has to be 

tamed and often chastised to get rid of his inner nature of just pursuing fun, play 

and dreams; this in order to become a grown-up and concentrate on serious 

matter such a school, work and ultimately making money. The child eventually 

identifies with his aggressor (the teacher, the parent) and represses the child in 

himself to become a grown up. 

The German Psychoanalyst Arno Gruen studied in detail this trait of education, 

especially in his book: The Betrayal of the Self and identified it as the primal 

cause of psychopathology of inter alia the Nazis, where hate finds its roots in the 

self-hate induced by the betrayal of the self following an authoritarian and 

abusive education. 

The filmmaker has rendered this self repression by  making Stan as a child kill 

with a bat his own puppet (which looks like him) during a puppet show, at the 

request of the puppeteer and under the pressure of his father, who  both refused 

to let the puppet Stan pursue his dream of becoming a puppeteer. 
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3D printed heads of the puppets 

 

Giovanni Avarneh (left) and the filmmaker  
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The idea of using puppets  which are made to look like the actors came from the 

film of Alejandro Jodorowsky ; “Endless Poetry”, which also deals with the 

theme of repression of the dreams and vocation. 

 

Snapshot of ; “Endless Poetry” 

This film is a tribute to both Arno Gruen and Alejandro Jodorowsky. 

*** 
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